
Programme and Lyrics 
 
 

Music for 

the Memory 

Singing 

Session 

Monday 5th December - Christmas Meal 

Welcome! 
 
 

Body and Voice Warm-ups: 

La Bamba! 

 
Action song: 

Tony Chestnut 
 

Not in our songbooks 
 

Tony Chestnut knows I love you 
Tony knows, Tony knows 
Tony Chestnut knows I love you 
That’s what Tony knows 
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In the Bleak Midwinter 

 
1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 
2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away, 
When he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 
3. Enough for him, who Cherubim 

Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for him, whom angels fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 
4. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air. 
But only his mother in her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 

 
5. What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 
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God Rest You Merry Gentlemen 

 
1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Saviour, 
Was born on Christmas day, 
To save us all from Satan's power 
When we were gone astray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

2. From God our heavenly Father, 
A blessed angel came; 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same; 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name: 
O tidings of comfort and joy ... 

 
3. And when they came to Bethlehem, 

Where our dear Saviour lay, 
They found him in a manger, 
Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling down, 
Unto the Lord did pray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy ... 

 

4. Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and friendship, 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All other doth deface: 
O tidings of comfort and joy ... 
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The Holly and The Ivy 

1. O the holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown, 

Of all the trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown: 

 
O the rising of the sun, 
And the running of the deer, 
The playing of the merry organ, 
Sweet singing in the choir. 

 

2. The holly bears a blossom, 
White as the lily flower; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Saviour: 
O the rising of the sun ... 

 
3. The holly bears a berry, 

As red as any blood, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good: 
O the rising of the sun ... 

 
4. The holly bears a prickle, 

As sharp as any thorn, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas day in the morn: 
O the rising of the sun ... 

 
5. The holly bears a bark, 

As bitter as any gall, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
For to redeem us all: 
O the rising of the sun ... 
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Away in a Manger 

 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky 
Looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! 
Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me for ever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children 
In thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
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Ding Dong Merrily on High 

 

1. Ding dong! Merrily on high 
In heaven the bells are ringing; 
Ding dong! Verily the sky 
Is riven with angels singing. 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 

2. E'en so here below, below, 
Let steeple bells be swungen; 
And "Io, io, io!", 
By priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 

3. Pray you, dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
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The Christmas Song 

 
 

1. Chestnuts roasting on an open fire, 
Jack Frost nipping at your nose, 
Yuletide carols being sung by a choir, 
And folks dressed up like Eskimos. 

 
2. Everybody knows a turkey and some mistletoe 

Help to make the season bright. 
Tiny tots with their eyes all aglow 
Will find it hard to sleep tonight. 

 
3. They know that Santa's on his way; 

He's loaded lots of toys 
And goodies on his sleigh. 
And ev’ry mother's child is gonna spy 
To see if reindeer really know how to fly. 

 
4. And so, I'm offering this simple phrase 

To kids from one to ninety-two. 
Although it’s been said 
Many times, many ways: 
“Merry Christmas to you”. 
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Winter Wonderland 

 
1. Sleigh bells ring, are you list’nin’? 

In the lane, snow is glist’nin’. 
A beautiful sight, 
We're happy tonight, 
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland. 

 

2. Gone away is the bluebird. 
Here to stay is a new bird. 
He sings a love song, 
As we go along, 
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland. 

 
3. In the meadow we can build a snowman, 

Then pretend that he is Parson Brown; 
He'll say: “Are you married?” 
We'll say, “No man! 
But you can do the job when you're in town!” 

 
4. Later on, we'll conspire, 

As we dream by the fire, 
To face unafraid, 
The plans that we made, 
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland. 

 
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland. 
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Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree 

 
1. Rockin’ around the Christmas Tree 

At the Christmas party hop. 
Mistletoe hung where you can see 
Ev'ry couple tries to stop. 

 
2. Rockin’ around the Christmas tree, 

Let the Christmas spirit ring. 
Later we'll have some pumpkin pie, 
And we'll do some carolling. 

 

3. You will get a sentimental feeling when you hear 
Voices singing, "Let's be jolly, 
Deck the halls with boughs of holly". 

 
4. Rockin’ around the Christmas tree 

Have a happy holiday. 
Ev’ryone dancing merrily 
In the new old-fashioned way. 

 
5. You will get a sentimental feeling when you hear 

Voices singing, "Let's be jolly, 
Deck the halls with boughs of holly". 

 
6. Rockin’ around the Christmas tree 

Have a happy holiday. 
Ev’ryone dancing merrily 
In the new old-fashioned way. 
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Let It Snow! 

 
 

1. Oh, the weather outside is frightful, 
But the fire is so delightful, 
And since we've no place to go, 
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! 

 
2. It doesn't show signs of stopping, 

And I've brought some corn for popping, 
The lights are turned way down low, 
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! 

 
3. When we finally kiss goodnight, 

How I'll hate going out in the storm. 
But if you really hold me tight, 
All the way home I'll be warm. 

 
4. The fire is slowly dying, 

And my dear we're still good-byeing, 
But as long as you love me so, 
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! 
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I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas 

 
1. I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, 

Just like the ones I used to know, 
Where the treetops glisten, 
And children listen, 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow. 

 
2. I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, 

With every Christmas card I write, 
“May your days be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmases be white”. 

 
3. I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, 

Just like the ones I used to know, 
Where the treetops glisten, 
And children listen, 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow. 

 
4. I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, 

With every Christmas card I write, 
“May your days be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmases be white”. 
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Sleigh Ride 

 

 
1. Just hear those sleigh bells jingle-ing, 

Ring-ting tingle-ing too, 
Come on, it’s lovely weather 

For a sleigh ride together with you. 
 

2. Outside the snow is falling 
And friends are calling, “Yoo hoo”. 
Come on, it’s lovely weather 
For a sleigh ride together with you. 

 

3. Our cheeks are nice and rosy, 
And comfy cosy are we. 
We’re snuggled up together 
Like two birds of a feather would be. 

 
4. Let’s take that road before us 

And sing a chorus or two, 
Come on, it’s lovely weather 
For a sleigh ride together with you. 
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Frosty the Snowman 

 
1. Frosty the snowman was a jolly happy soul, 

With a corn cob pipe and a button nose 
And two eyes made out of coal. 
Frosty the snowman is a fairy tale they say, 
He was made of snow, but the children know, 
How he came to life one day. 
There must have been some magic 
In that old silk hat they found, for when they placed it 
On his head he began to dance around. 
Oh, Frosty the snowman was alive as he could be, 
And the children say he could laugh and play 
Just the same as you and me. 

 

2. Frosty the snowman knew the sun was hot that day, 
So he said, “Let's run, and we'll have some fun, 
Now before I melt away.” 
Down to the village, with a broomstick in his hand, 
Running here and there all around the square 
Saying “Catch me if you can!”. 
He led them down the streets of town right to the traffic cop, 
And he only paused a moment 
When he heard him holler "Stop!". 

For Frosty the snowman had to hurry on his way, 
But he waved goodbye saying “Don't you cry, 
I'll be back again someday!”. 

 
3. Thumpety thump thump, 

Thumpety thump thump, 

Look at Frosty go. 

Thumpety thump thump, 

Thumpety thump thump, 

Over the hills of snow. 
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Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas 

 
1. Christmas future is far away, 

Christmas past is past. 
Christmas present is here today, 
Bringing joy that will last. 

 
2. Have yourself a merry little Christmas, 

Let your heart be light, 
From now on our troubles will be out of sight. 

 
3. Have yourself a merry little Christmas, 

Make the Yuletide gay. 
From now on our troubles will be miles away. 

 
4. Here we are as in olden days, 

Happy golden days of yore. 
Faithful friends who were dear to us, 
Gather near to us once more. 

 
5. Someday soon we all will be together, 

If the fates allow, until then 
We’ll have to muddle through somehow. 
So have yourself a merry little Christmas now. 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas 

 
1. On the first day of Christmas my true love sent 

to me: A partridge in a pear tree 
 

2. On the second day of Christmas my true love sent 
to me: Two turtle doves and a 

partridge in a pear tree. 
 

3. On the third day of Christmas my true love sent 
to me: Three French hens … 

 
4. Fourth day of Christmas Four calling birds 

 
5. Fifth day of Christmas Five … gold … rings! 

 
6. Sixth day of Christmas Six geese a-laying 

 
7. Seventh day of Christmas Seven swans a-swimming 

 
8. Eighth day of Christmas Eight maids a-milking 

 
9. Ninth day of Christmas Nine drummers drumming 

 
10. Tenth day of Christmas Ten pipers piping 

 
11. Eleventh day of Christmas Eleven ladies dancing 

 
12. Twelfth day of Christmas Twelve lords a-leaping 
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We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

 
1. We wish you a merry Christmas, 

We wish you a merry Christmas, 
We wish you a merry Christmas, 
And a happy New Year! 

 
Good tidings we bring, 
To you and your kin; 
We wish you a merry Christmas, 
And a happy New Year! 

 

2. Now bring us some figgy pudding, 
Now bring us some figgy pudding, 
Now bring us some figgy pudding, 
And bring some out here. 
Good tidings we bring... 

 
3. For we all like figgy pudding, 

We all like figgy pudding, 
We all like figgy pudding, 
So bring some out here. 
Good tidings we bring... 

 
4. And we won't go until we've got some, 

We won't go until we've got some, 
We won't go until we've got some, 
So bring some out here. 
Good tidings we bring... 



 

Do You Hear the People Sing? 

Book 2, Page 14 

Chorus: Do you hear the people sing? 

Singing the song of angry men? 

It is the music of a people 

Who will not be slaves again! 

When the beating of your heart 

Echoes the beating of the drums, 

There is a life about to start 

When tomorrow comes! 

1. Will you join in our crusade? 

Who will be strong and stand with me? 

Beyond the barricade 

Is there a world you long to see? 

Then join in the fight 

That will give you the right to be free! 

Chorus: Do you hear the people sing? 

Singing the song of angry men? 

It is the music of a people 

Who will not be slaves again! 

When the beating of your heart 

Echoes the beating of the drums, 

There is a life about to start 

When tomorrow comes! 

2. Will you give all you can give, 

So that our banner may advance? 

Some will fall and some will live, 

Will you stand up and take your chance? 



 

The blood of the martyrs 

Will water the meadows of France! 

Chorus: Do you hear the people sing? 

Singing the song of angry men? 

It is the music of a people 

Who will not be slaves again! 

When the beating of your heart 

Echoes the beating of the drums, 

There is a life about to start 

When tomorrow comes! 


